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ABSTRACT

Examining parent-child support patterns over the
life-course reveals variations in who plays the predominant provider
and receiver roles. Although children can expect to play a minimal
role in supporting their parents until the parents reach old age, a
divorce in the parents' middle years may lead them to call on their
children for help. Male (N=16) and female (N=16) college students who
had experienced the divorce of their parents completed questionnaires
about patterns of family support. In follow-up questionnaires, the
students rated changes in the amount of support they both give and
receive from parents, siblings, and grandparents. Questions focused
on financial support, emotional support, and provision of goods and
services. The results revealed that the majority of sons and
daughters experienced altered patterns of exchange with their parents
following divorce. Generally, their exchange relationships
intensified, as both parents and children increased the assistance
they provided one another. The analyses suggested that the gender of
the child influenced post-divorce patterns of support; sons were more
likely than daughters to increase the support they received from
their parents following divorce. The gender of the parent also
emerged as an important determinant of post-divorce exchange
patterns. {(NRB)
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CYOUNG ADULTS I PATTERNS OF INTERGENERATIONAL EXCHANGE:

THE EFFECTS OF PARENTAL DIVORCE

There is general agreement that families today can be described
as "modified extended families" (Litwak, 19265). This term illustrates
the fact that although family units are housed independently, they
still renain connected and nrovide important support in times of need.
We find high levels of interdependence amony adults in modern
fanilies, with the central connaction being that of the narent-child
link (Shanas, 1979).,

Fxaaining »arent —-hild suonort patterns over the life-course, we
see variation in who nlays the predoninant "provide:" and “receivar"
roles, Prevailing natterns of parent-child exchange are certainly
governel by social timetables. In early childhood, parents are
exnected to he the nredominant nroviders for their children. And,
because me1hers of our society subscribe to the norm of recinrocity
(Goul:lncr, 1960), we anticipate that at some noint later in life the
flow of su»nnort hetween narents and children will qgradually change.
Juca chnjes in sunnort natterns are frequently observed in the
cihailiren's nidlle aqe Ind1 later years as they beajin to assume the role
e cara=yivor for their narents (Broiy, 1984), Alenkner (1955) uses
the tor "Filial maturity" to inticate that adult children aro
NrRarsl to recinracate carlier sunort fronm their marents anl accent

ivr 11 I~aayplanos fron then,
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‘Howaver, earlier in children's adult years, parent-child roles

gen. less. cLear.AhIt is llkely tnat when offsorzng reach adulthood e

. LRy s

;éﬁégéaig a rnncgotxwtlon o[ exchange relatlonshlpe. Par:nts anl
—uhildren are reassessing the flow of assistance on various dzmens1onu
ol exchanyg2 in their relationship and testing new limits with regard
to what they may request and expect from one another (Turner, 1973).
The nature of the young adult world gencrally ensures that
renogiation will be a gradual process. Typically offsnring are eased
into roles of greater independence and responsibility for themselves.

For examnle, we may sce young a-lults gaining soma independence by
liviag away from their narents' homa, yet the parents may still
provide a largye share of their financial resources. Such assistance
fron narents has heen documented even after adult children marry
(Adams, 1963; Hill & Associates, 19749). Troll (1971) suggests that as
long as marants have the available resources, they will continue to
serve orinarily as providers rathar thaun recipients of support from
their children., Therefore, chiliren can exvect to nlay a minimal role
in sunnnrting thair narents until the parents reach old age. At that
tile, darants' sudnly of resources may decrease, and their neads,
narticularly {or sorvices and emotinnal sunoort, may increase.

Thore are unexnectel transitions, however, which may confront
srgats w1l chilidren, anl unset the normal "timeschadules" in their
relatioashing Jivoarce is one such transition, hecause it Jencrilly
tavaleoas v groeat 103l of financial strain and evmotional stress,
Tatretora, 1% i3 likely to be ono axnoricence wihich alters indivi luals!

veility ot o assist family moabers, This oanor alldresses "oy narental
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{vorcs affects patterns of gxchange for younj adults. A divorce inm .

;;Fnarentq' m1llle yoa:s may loai narents to call o thelr chxldren»w
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nelp. ror youn; aﬂults, sudden :equ sts for help from narents may

disrupt the gradual nature of the renogiation process discussed above.

“parcoats' need for support may require accelerated reversal of earlier

SRR R
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exchanje natterns. Such requasts for early filial maturity may create =

.

'3 @ <

problems for young adults because they are called upon to provide »%%

- suoport for narents well before the time in their lives when such =

responsibilitios are expacted.

hvidence from a stuwly of counles divorcing in mid-life, (Hagestad

% Smyer, 1992; Hagestad, Smyer & Stierman, 1984) suggyests that parents
do in fact turn to their aldult children for help during the divorce

process, In fact, several respondents in that study exnreasod concern

BRSSP R P ogetts LB kLo o

that their own needs for hely might interfere with their children's

Wb

ability to nrojress with their own adult lives. This was narticularly
t1e cas2 for motners,

The central »nurpose of this paper is to explore the nature of
nyst=1ivorce sunnort natterns, focusing specifically on how
intarqenerational exchanges change and vhat tynes of suonort are nost
1ik>ly to chanj2. Roth pvarent-child and qrandnarent-qgrandchild
rolations are considered., In aldition, the gender of the younqg alult
will D2 13235321 a3z a factor which shanes 3un»ort natterns following
1ivor-—o, so~2n have heen called the "Kin=keeners" of fanilies, Thoey
fr.-quimtly o137 tho role of fanily mediator (Hajestad et al., 1984)
11! are contral in naintaining tias 9Sa2tween gancrations (Adans, 1968),

““1morous atudins have ravoalel that daughters are the majonr sourc2 of

-
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lpﬂf).' It may_be that gander 1s also an 1mnortant xnfluence onf
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youny adultq‘ responsiveness to oarents' needq £or support followxng

_dxvo:ce
In sunnary, the work presented here addresses two guestions:

First, how does divorce alter patterns of family exchange for young

Hat

R T

g abl1ts? Second, are theore gender differences in such changes? =
- THE STUDY - g

_ SUBJECTS ¥
. o . | =
The narticinants for this exploratory study of parental divorce i

in younqg adulthood were solicited from undergraduate classes at a =z
larje state university. Twenty-one women and cighteen men, all ﬂg
between th2 ajes of 18 and 23, volunteered to complete the study f%

questionnaire and participate in a follow-un interview. All of these
stulznts had experienced the divorce of their nmarents three years or
less »rior to the study.

An 2arlizr renort from this project discussed how many of these
stulents exneriencel significant disruntions as a result of the
divorce (Connay, Klock, Siyer & 'lajestad, 1984). This paner focuses
51 o13ly 32 (15 men an?! 14 wonen) of the original 39 narticinants,
Ty230 students resnonled to a follow-un mailedl gquestionnaire which

131 about datterns of family sun»ort,

7 th: {ollow=-u» questionnaire, the stulents ware askel to rate

TYaa.on in Eho o anount of stamnrt thoey both jive an! raceive {rom
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ﬁaxentQ, 91b11ngc nd graniparents.' Thé tyﬁes of support identified

-e\alaotei frOﬂ-Hxllfand assoc1ates‘ (197q, Study ofif*

LR

Ll __i. ,) f...-.".".

Qunst1ons focused on £1uanc1a1 sunport.

_gnotlonal support anj provxszon of goods or erv1cua. Respondents
separately rated changes in the receipt and provision of the above

tynes of supnort, with particular family members, as having:

1 - dacreased a qgrzat deal since the divorce,
2 - decrcased somewhat since the divorce,

3 - not changad since the divorce,

4 - increased somewhat since the divorce.

5 - increas2d a great deal since the divorce,

It is important to keep in mind that scores represented type and
dogree of perceived changa in each suonort area with each family
meaber., ‘iney did not represent absolute levels of sunportive

hehavior,

RESULTS

"xonango Ralations With Parents:

"o discussion of results will be guided 9y the two nquestions
riiscl ahove: Are natterns of exchange hetween narents and younj
allt nffsaring alterel following divorce? Aad, are there ‘lifferences
Hatweon sons aldl laughtors in these nost-divorce natterns?

\ clissification schene was devised to catejorize indtividuals

wit v rejar! o cianges in hoth reccint ani nrovision of sundort with
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@éach parént, Respsandéents c¢ould

divorce:

- Intensification - Both receipt and provision of sunport

—i

increased,

- Decreased Involvement - Both receipt and provision of

sunpport decreased.,

- Unrecinrocated Provision of Sunport - Provision of

supnort for <nae pgaront increased while there was no change or a

dacrease in rec2int of support.

- Unreciprocated Receint of Sunport -~ Receipt of support

from the narent increased while there was no change or a decrease in
nrovision of sunsort,
Those experiencing no changes in either receint or provision of
sunmort ware nut in the "No Chang2" cateqory. The classification
schane was collapsed across tynes of support, so that categories
ronresented patterns of exchange in general, rather than for specific
Jomains.

7abl2 One=-A shows how sons and daughters saw exchange natterns
wity their mothers chandge following the divorce, Connarable lata for
vaount alults and thoir fathers are nresented in Table One-R,.
Examinition of bntha tables shows that the majority of sons and
lquraters esperienced altered matteras of exchanje with their narents
Collowing liveorca, Thzore wore only three cises where no chanje in
eXoYin e datterns with one of thn narents was renorteld, For these two

1arryatrs o and one son exchange was alterel witnh th2 other marent,
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owever, Thneréfore, none of the respondents escapad altered cexchange
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Emotional support was the nmost frejquently mentioned tyne of

sunport that both sons and daughters increasingly provided for their

=, mothers anid fatners. This finding was expected since young adult o
. students probably have limited material resources (e.g. goods and
37 amonuy) to share. And, bocause most of them ave living away from their

parents nine months of the year, they are probably unable to provide

PR ';‘;1._5;::.-,.-‘“_ l;-;:-'k.
islabaiti valiinit it

sarvizes on a regular basis. Different types of supoort were

[

1
s

+
)
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increasingly roceived from parents by sons and daughters, however,

il

Y
i

Tho greatest percentage of daughters received increases in services

from their mothers and emotional sunport from their f{athers., Sons, on

0 st e b

the other hanid, were most likely to revort incroases in emotional

o L

Y

sundort from their mothers and financial sunport from their fathers.,
Tho greater likelihood of cross~gender increases in emotional supnort
nay sujjgest that nre-divorce levels of emotional sunport between
sane-sex naront anl child were already high, leaving littie room for
imrovimant., Tae fact that mothers increased provision of services
and fathors nrovision of money may reflect differences in the types of
roesonrces th» two narents have qgreatest access to following divorce
(Hagestd, Smvrer & Sticrman, 1984),

"1 majnrity of alterations in exchange relationshinsg were.toward
1ntenification Hf the exchange bonds for sons and daughters, Poth
inns ani hwhtors, however, were more likely to reoort
1areasification in exchange with their mothers than their fathers. In

Nt rast, foereasad involvensnat was more likely to occur withh fathors
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than mothers. tThis difference, however, was totally accounted for by

Iqugnters. One son renorted dacreased 1nvolvement w1th hxs nother and

et AL T sE - e

;010 wltn hls fatnc:. ﬂo daughters renorte] decreaseﬂ 1nvolvement thh

“tneir mothers, while five daughters d4id so in the relationship with

‘their fathors.

In sixz cases, exchange relations were altered in the direction of

the children increasing their provision of support more than they : %%

5

}_ experienced increased receipt of support from a parent., There were éz
- few gendor diffeorences in this type of unreciprocated provision of ;%
- : o
sudport, as threo sons and three daughters experianced this type of :%

- altered exchange following divorce. It is imoortant to point out that ?%
all but one of the cases of unreciprocated »rovision of sunport by the ?

-

voung adults were experienced in relation to their mothers. The

AT

b

TN

excention involved a young woman who experienced an unreciprocated

%
A

increased in supoort for o.th her parents. This finding, along with
the tenlency for intensification to occur more with mothers than
fathers, may sugg2st that mothers are in greater nced of support than
fathars folloving divorce. Alternatively, thase finlings may suyqest
that mothers are more effective and/or willing than fathers to seek
Aeln fron fanily menbers, Previous work by Hagestad, Smyer ani
stisrrnan (1234) found that middle-aje divorcing nen were less likely
111 wo1an to revort callinag on family nemhers for heln during tha
Flvorer nrnntass,

Throre wubre nine cases nf exohange relations where adult chil-lren
iv~r>as ! receoint of sunnort fron a narent without increasinig theix

Mo i o suamort fTor taiat oaront, 312 of these ¢cases involvaold

. 10 BEST COPY AVAILABLE




The trend for sons to experience unreciprocated raceint of

au'oort from a parent was partzcularly strong 1n relatlon to Lhezr
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-Jfathers. FFour of the :ix ases of unrecxorocated recexnt of sunoort

“sr sons were from their fathers only, and two cascs were from bhoth

the mother and father. For the daughters, two of the three cases of

L unreciprocated reseipt of support were from their mothers and one was

(g

T -‘;’
s

fi from a father. Here again, it appears that fathers may have more -é
fi available resources than mothers, as they were more likely to provide f%
- unraciprocated support for their children, particularly in tho form of ;%

money and qgoods, jé

b

R P

=

In sunnaty, both sons and daughters were subject to new vatterns
of exchanye of suvnort with at least one parent following divorce.

Generally, their exchanje relationships intensified, as both parents

RO

ani children increased the assistance they »rovided one anotner.
Intansification of exchange relations occurred more often for mothers

than [athers. The deterioration of exchange bonds occurred less

freantly, with the majority of such cases involving fathers an

dauajhtars. “lhen unrecinrocated increases in sunport for marents

accurr~1, it was more likel’ to be in provision of sunnort for

antanrs, £nr both sons and daughters, an in receint of sunnort fronm

fathors, »oarticularly for sons,
mya interiction of th2 two exchanfdge patterns that resulted with
tathers 1nl fathors folloving divorce, »oroviles a more connlete

sictur » of these youny alults' nost-livorce exp2riences. All five of

the lorgnteors anl a2 one son who Aecreasel involvenent with th2ir

Catver:, intoasified relations with their mothers, Similarly, the one

L
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/500 Wwao dacreased involvement with his mother intensified the exchange

“hey. orart1cnd w1th h1sﬂfatbep.w Th;g fln%;ng quggests that Loss qf

SRR A, IR oD ey ST

qtronj ties with one parent may have resulted in some type of

comnensatory intensification with the other varent. Or, extreme e

i
&

Ll

intenzification of bonds with one parent may have led to the

dissoclution of exchange relations with the other parent. In either
- case, none of these young adults experienced total loss of involvement

with both of their parents following divorce.

et

Intensification of exchange relationships with both parents was

L

more likely to occur for sons than for daughters, It apvears that %

B "
daughters discriminated more than sons between their mothers and ,%
fathers in their vost-divorce relations. A report of intensification %g

with one parent was more likely for sons than daughters to indicate ;é
intensification with the other narent as well. Over half of reports %

of intensification by sons involved intensification with both parents.
For daudhters, only one=-third of reworts of intensification were
rajyirding intensification with both parents.

An 27ual numher of sons and daughters intensified exchange
relations with sane nmarent, while increasing unreciosrocated orovision
of suniort for the other narent (in all cases tho mother)., “More sons
than ddaugaters intensifiod ekchango relations with one narent while
incrrasing vnecidrocated recaint of suonort fron the other narent,
e oy trenl Tor bhoth sons and daughters to roeceive
aarecl srocaited inoreases in osundnort fron the narent of the s3ame sox,.
Tl s tren ! wan odarticularly strong for soans.  Overall, it annears that

1

“Htaers wors oaor likely than fathzrs to be the tarnot of nost-livorce

. 12 BEST COPY AVAILAbLi




"han“ﬂ in exchanqn relatlons, for both sons and daughterq. :While most

'£3thz exchange wWas- rec1pzocal, any 1mbalannes were toward

,aneczurocated rcceznt ‘of support by “the mothers.’ Fathers were ﬁcre”’

“YTikely to be the providers of unreciprocated support for their

ohildren,

Rxchange Relations With Grandparents

Ten of the 156 men in the sample, and 14 of the 16 women had at
least ong surviving paternal grandparent. Comparably, 11 of the 16
men and 14 of the 16 women had a living maternal grandparent. These
subjroups of men and women with surviving grandparents were included
in the following analyses. The same classification scheme that was
used with the narent data was emnlo 1 for data on grandparents.,
Tables Two=-' and Two=B present perceniage breakdowns for each type of
alterced ex~hanije f£or naternal and maternal grandparents, resnectively.
Because the same grandsons and granddaughters are not necessarily

enresented in each table, the interaction of patterns between the two
silos 0¢ the family are not addressed here,

frindlaughters were more likely than grandsons tou alter exchange
rolations with their grandparents following divorce, However, thiis

Ajifferonce is almost totally accounted for by the natterns that
cerqel with their maternal graniparents. While 50 vercent of
grinlsons and 84 nercent of jgranidaughters exnerienced change in
exohang» rolations with naternal grandparents, 55 percent of grandsons
an! 79 aorcent of granidaujhters ranorted altered exchange relations

with tieir maternal qranlioarents. This differonce in the latter two

13 BESi COPY AVAILABLE




égggﬁﬁqgﬁgggégxggﬂﬁgpercent more graniddaughters than grandsong
‘intensified relations with their maternal grandparents.

o Similar to results obtained with the parents, granddaﬁghters were
more likely than grandsons to differentiate between maternal and
naternal grandparents in post-divorce exchange relations. Comparing
tables for maternal and paternal grandparents, soﬁewhat similar
percentages of grandsons fall into the various categories of exchange
in the two tables. However, for granddaughters, the figures are much
more divergent,

Emotional support was the type of help most frequently altered
between grandparents and grandchildren following divorce.
Granichildren reported increases in provision of services for their
grandparents as the second most frequent change in sunport. On the
teceiving end, increases in the receiont of money was second to receipt

of emotional sunnort from grandparents,

SIIYARY AND DISCUSSION

In general, the analyses suggest that genlder of the child 4did
Aave sone influcnce on post-divorce patterns of sunport. 5ons were
1or2 likely than daughters to iancrease the sunoort they received fron
thair nareats following divorce. Also, the increased supnort they
jenarally received was either emationil or financial sunnort, while
Iturhters rathere ]l maore emotional sunnort and services., 8Sons were
11359 1nss likely than daughters to [liscrininite hetweon their mothers

in! fathinrs in nost-divorce exchansc matterns., The genider of the

14  BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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parent also emerged as an important determinant of vost-divorce

~ excnange patterns, Not only did mothers and fathers provide different

tyoes of support for their children, they were not equally
discrininating in the support they yave to male and female children.
There was a strong tondency for fathers of sons to increase their
provision of support and fathers of daughters to decrease the support
they provideds, For mothers, the gender of the child was not as
influencial in determining post-divorce vmatterns: the vatterns of
suprort for mothers of daughters and sons were generally quite
similar. Finally, mothers were more often the recinients of support
than fathers, from both sons and daughters.

Fxchange relations were more likely to be altered with parents
than grandparents following divorce,.yet a sizable proportion of both
granisons ani granidaughters did alter exchange relations with the
oll2r q2neration., Exchangz relations with the maternal side of the
fannily annz2ared to he more sensitive to chanygye following divorce,

This ten-lency was particularly strong for granddaughters,

“Jo recojnize that observed changes in family supnort natterns may
"M1ve occurred because of the third generations' move into a:iul thood,
ratiaer taan hacauso» of the Jdivorce., without a control groum of young
Tiults fron intact families, we cannot untangle the effects due to aqge
a1l those Adur to divorce., Yet, the exnloratory nature of this study
15 us idontify issues to be adlressed in future research which will
inclui~» 1 contrnl grouo, furthermore, the gender differcences and
varitation in »natterns between 11othoers ind fathers, anl maternal ani

nitorail graadnaronts sugtests that there may b2 other factors at work

15 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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here, beyond agae-related changes in exchangz relationships.

e The discussion of these results will focus briefly on three

EFT , l. Gender differences in young adults' experience

with exchange following this family transition.

2. Intensification of matrilineal bonds,
3. Implications of post-divorce exchange patterns

for the futur2 life-course of young adults.

Gender Differences

;. These data suggest that sons and daughters are affected ' 'é

| differently and respond differently to family change. The fact that
sons benafitted more than daughters from post-divorce support fron
their fathers and danghters reported more decreases than sons in
sunport from their fathers was expected. An earlier report from this
same nroject (Zooney, et al,, 1984) indicated that daughters
experienced a great deal more disruotion in relations with their
fathers following divorce than sons did. Therefore, daughters were
not exvectel to he recinients of {ﬁcreased supnport from their fathers.
Also, this finling may relate to prior evidence that daughters report
tor> anjer at thoir fathers than sons do following 1ivorce (Cooneay et
ale, 19%4), The work by Fino, Morelani anl Schwebel (1933), comnaring
vodany viults fron intact anl earlv-livorce fanilies on various
Darent-cnill fictors also sheds some liqht on this issue. They foun:l
that waile socio-econnnic status was not related to the nature of

Yost-livor = father-chill relationshing, it was related to the loevel
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subjects reported towards their fathers following divorce.

 children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds renorted higher levels _;%
o of anjger at their fathers. These authors suggest that adult children '“ﬁ%

)

Ead nay be angry wWwith their fathers because of perceivad changes in
standarls of living following the divorce. This argument gathers .g
subnort from our findings. Not only were daughters more likely to be :é
angry with their fathers, they were also less likely than sons to
expaerience increased support from their fathers and more likely than
sons to experience recreased support following divorce,

- The fact that sons ware less likely to increase provision of
sunport than daughters following divorce may be explainad by
differences between the genders in their socioemotional foci during
early adulthood, Gilligan (1982) s \ggests that men's decisions and
hehaviors in adul thood center on inlensnidence and achievement, while
wonen's concerns center on maintaining connections with others. Wwhile
men focus on rights, women concentrate on responsibilities, It is
nossible that women's increased sunnort for varents and their
intonsification of exchanges with grandparents following divorce are
illustrations of their concern for connections, Meanwhile, one young
130" 3 coament illustrated his emnhasis on his right to receive
s3udronrt,  Althoujh he was not sneaking to 1's father following the
livorce he 1i! not reject his father's financial help: "...I always
naioaneone elgse in the fanily relay the message that I needed money,
Thore yerae moints where I was just going to say 'to h2ll with you nal
(father) - 7 don't want your 1amn noney',,.". Yot, he went on to savy

tart he agresd uith vis nother that his dal dil owe it to Mim to nay

Q. 17 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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for his collegs education,

Similar to the explanation above, women's roles as kin-keepers

were refllected by theoir relatively greater resoonsiveness than men to
f* parents and qrandparents following the divorce. Their assistance did
ity not go unreciprocated in most cases, however, since they generally
experienced increased receipt of supnort, especially from female

family members,

Intensification of Matrilineal Ronds

For those interested in intergenerational relations the
strenythened link between young women and their maternal grandparents
following divorce is of interest. Previous work by Cherlin and
associates (Cherlin et al., 1984) also reports a greater likelihood of
increased assistance and more contact with maternal than maternal
Jrandparents following divorce. Cherlin and his colleaques attribute
this difforence in assistance to the fact that women generally have
custody ol their children followinjy divorce, ani thus receive
assistance from their narents, This argument seems to suggest that if
men hal custoly, the children would also maintain strong ties with
Facir matornal jrandmarents and ohtain supnort from them,

“agestal (1934) does not consider custoly to he the critical
factor at work in the weakena2d ties to »naternal kin., Rather, she
s eats thint thoe loss of naternal lineaje contact ani the maintenance
[ matrilinygl ties reflect women's roles as fanily kin-keeneors.,
01 1anare family relations anl contact for Yot sides of the

Tanily, Whon oa cnunle liverces, accorling to Hagestad, th2 man 1av
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lose his kin-keeper, Without the guidance of his wife even his

~-relationship and contact with his parents might suffer.

Certainly our group of young adults was not subject to custody

decisions. Yet, we saw the intensification of matrilineal bonds for

youny women, It appears that their kin-keeping ahilities and those of

i
L
[t
S
it
Za
-2
JeAn-Y
=

;‘ their mothers allowed them to hold onto their relationships with their
maternal grandparents. At the same time we were more likely to
observe ‘decreased involvement with the paternal lineage for women.
Larlier results from this project renort that daughters were more i
likely than sons to improve relations with their mothers following .;
divorce (Cooney et al., 1984). The results presented here suggest |
that the intensification of mother-daugiiter bonds extends un the

gonerational ladder as well.. Of the 14 women with surviving maternal é
grandparents, all but one experiencad some tyme of increased

involvement (either in receiving anil/or nroviding support) with their

nothers following divorce. For 10 of these 13 women (77%) there was

also intensification of bonids or increcased provision or receipt of

sunrort fron matrilineal granipvarents following divorce., As Hagestad

(1985) states elsowhere, it apnears that the quality of

Jrandparent-grandchild bonls denenls on the work of the middle

j21oration kin keener - the mother., Furtherwore, this matrilineal

focus i35 illustrated by the fact that the young womnen in the samnle

111 renortel that most change with their maternal grandmarents was in

their rolationshin with the granimother, even wien the qrandfather was

561110 livinng,
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Implications For The Future Life Course i
=
Cartainly, the altered exchange patterns observed in this group ‘ 3é£
“of younqg adults, particularly with regard to women's strengthened =

e

o
]
ST

£T  their life course. Our results suggest that the strong bonds between

bonds with their parents and grandparents, raise some questions abhout

mothers and daughters may create future strain for daughters for two
reasons. First, mothers may require more assistance than fathers fg
following divorce. Therefore, a daughter's closeness to her mother
 ; nay leave her in a position of vulnerability when her mother needs %
nelp. Second, it awvpears that mothers are much more likely than
fathers to be effective at seeking help, which increases daughters! :
chances of being called upon to serve as providers for, their mothers.
The comnent of one young woman (clas 'ified an unreciprocatel orovider
of sunport to both parents) depicts her apvsrehension for parent-caring
in har future: "Sometimes I think about what she's (mother) going to
do tike later on because she does have arthritis...Suppose somathing
would haovpen like if she couldn't walk or something, I know that I
conld nover - 1 ‘don't want my parents to live with me and that's just
that! I'm not going to spend my life taking care of my parents and
sonetines T think that my mother would expect me to." This same woman S
111 already exnressed her mother's disanpointment that she had chosen
to jo wwiy to rolleqde rather than stay at home and attend a local
3000l

Tveratl, it annears fron our results that some of thesa young
wamen aavae alreavly emergad as fanily kin-keevers in early adulthood,

ey

ne s wor-e are likely tnhan youny men to resnond to divorcae by
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”increaginq the levels of support they were providing for family

menbers., What impact this will have on their future life-course is

- ~aiestionable, Whatever consequences it does create, however, will
£ surely have repercussions for the lives of other familvy members, due
to the interdependence of lives (Pruchno, Blow & Smyer, 1984),., Thus,
? the divorce in one generation may alter adult life careers and

exchange patterns in threz generations,
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TABLE ONE-A
POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WITH MOTHERS

Fraquencies
- Intensification Decreased ' Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No = =
Involvement Giving Receiving Change
Daughters 10 0 3 2 1 .
n=1l6
Sons 10 1 3 2 0
n=16 '
TABLE ONE-B
POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WITH FATHERS
Frequencies
‘Intensification Decreased = Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No
Involvement Giving Receiving Change
Daughters 8 5 1 1 1
n=16
Sons 8 1 0 6 1
n=116 . '
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TABLE TWO-A

POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WiTH PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS

Frequencies
o Intensification Decreased ' Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No - =
' ' Involvement Giving __Receiving Change
Granddaughters  29% 14% 0% 7% 50%
n=14 :
Grandsons 40% 0% 0% 10% 50%
n=10 '
TABLE TWO-B
POST-DIVORCE "XCHANGE WITH MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS
Frequencies*
Intensification Decreased Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No
Involvement Giving Receiving Change
Granddaughters 71% 0% 0% 7% 21%
n=14
Grandsons - 27% 9% 9% 9% 45%
n=11 ‘

*Pe{gentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
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